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OUTLINE  STUDY 

NO.  71 

ENOCH  AKDEN. 
Alfred  Tennyson,  (1809-1892) 

A.  Preparatory  Work. — History  and   General  Char- 
acter of  the  Poena. 

B.  First  Heading. — Narrative  of  the  Poem:  Study  of 
the  Text. 

C.  Second  Beading. — Literary  Analysis  of  the  Poem: 
Character  Study. 

D.  Examination  Questions. 
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A.    PEEPAEATOEY  WORK 
\ 

HISTORY  AND  GENERAL  CHARAC- 
TER OF  THE  POEM 

I.   History  and  General  Character  of  the  Poem. 

Note  1.  ENOCH  AEDEN,  one  of  Tennyson's  most  fin- 
ished and  successful  works,  was  published  in  1864 
in  a  volume  bearing,  originally,  the  title,  "Idylls  of 
the  Hearth."  This  title  reveals  the  character  of  the 
poem — a  short  narrative  poem  giving  a  picture  of 
simple  country  life  and  of  quiet  homely  scenes. 
"In  this  poem,"  says  a  critic,  "we  have  the  whole 
drama  of  domestic  life  spread  out  before  us — in 
sunshine  and  in  storm,  in  happiness,  in  struggles, 
and  in  grievous  calamity." 

The  story  of  ENOCH  AEDEN  was  told  to  Tenny- 
son by  his  friend,  Woolner,  the  sculptor.  The  poet 
was  struck  with  the  tragic  pathos  of  the  tale  and 
asked  permission  to  reproduce  it  in  verse,  feeling 
sure  that  the  poem  would  appeal  to  his  readers. 
That  his  opinion  was  justified  is  proven  by  the  fact 
that  ENOCH  AEDEN  has  been  translated  into  seven 
different  languages. 
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Shorn  of  all  its  embellishments,  the  story  is  a 
simple  one :  Enoch  Arden,  a  seaman,  has  been 
wrecked  on  a  desert  island ;  and,  returning  home 
after  an  absence  of  several  years,  finds  his  wife  mar- 
ried to  the  friend  and  companion  of  Enoch's  own 
youth.  Since  she  is  happy  and  prosperous,  Enoch 
resolves  never  to  make  himself  known,  and,  finally, 
dies  of  a  broken  heart. 

B.    PIKST  BEADING 

au 

NARRATIVE  OF  THE  POEM  AND 
STUDY  OF  THE  TEXT 

I* 

I.    Outline  of  the  Narrative  of  the  Poem. 

1.    Time  and  Place  of  the  Action  of  the  Story. 

Note  2.  Although  Tennyson  had  no  distinct  locality  in 
his  mind  when  he  wrote  his  poem,  it  has  pleased 
the  critics  to  identify  this  little  fishing  village  with 
Clovelly  in  Devonshire,  England,  "the  quaintest  and 
perhaps  the  most  beautiful  little  village  in  all  Devon." 
The  town  is  built  on  the  edge  of  a  cliff  and  consists 
of  one  main  street,  or,  rather,  a  main  staircase, 
with  a  few  houses  climbing  on  each  side  of  the  cliff 
as  far  as  the  narrow  space  allows. 

The  action  of  the  story  opens  in  1764. 
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2.    The  Prologue. 

a.  Description  of  the  little  fishing  village. 
Suggestion  1.    Define  the  word  down  as  it  is  used  in 

England.  (The  Century  Dictionary  gives  a  most  sat- 
isfactory definition).  What  is  meant  by  Danish  bar- 
rows?   Note  and  define  the  word  mouldered. 

b.  Time  of  the  action  of  the  story.    (See  Note  2.) 

c.  Chief  actors  in  the  little  drama. 

Suggestion  2.  Quote  the  lines  in  which  Enoch's  social 
position  and  condition  are  stated.  Give  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  epithet  swarthy  in  the  expression 
swarthy  fishing-nets. 

(1).    Their  childish  pastimes. 
3.    The  Narrative. 

a.    The  Story  of  Enoch  Arden  and  Annie. 

(1)  .    Situation  of  affairs  "when  the  dawn  of  rosy 

childhood  had  passed/' 

(2)  .    Character  of  Enoch's  wooing. 

Note  3.  "Served  a  year  on  board  a  merchantman,  etc." 
A  man  could  not  be  rated  as  an  experienced  seaman 
(full  sailor)  until  he  had  served  a  year,  at  least,  on 
some  craft  other  than  a  fishing  boat.  Merchantman  is 
used  for  any  trading  vessel  as  distinguished  from 
a  fishing  boat. 

Suggestion  3.  Paraphrase  lines  54-55.  Describe  the 
word  picture  contained  in  these  lines.  Explain 
"Down-streaming  seas."  What  figure  of  speech  jus- 
tifies the  expression,  "one-and-twentieth  May"?  Why 
did  not  the  poet  use  the  word  "year"? 

Note  4.    "Down-streaming  seas"  =  the  "undertow." 
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(3)  .  Scene  in  the  hazel-wood;  Philip's  "dark  hour". 
Suggestion  4.    Paraphrase  the  line,  "Where  the  prone 

edge  of  the  wood  oegan  to  feather  toward  the  hollow:9 
Note  the  effect  produced  by  the  introduction  of  the 
nutting  party  into  this  portion  of  the  narrative. 
Criticise  the  line. 
By  Autumn  nutters  haunted,  flourishes. 

(4)  .    "Seven  happy  years  of  married  life." 
Suggestion  5.    What  is  meant  by  "Enoch's  ocean  spoil  in 

ocean-smelling  osier"?    Define  market-cross. 

(5)  .    Enoch's  accident:  his  prayer  and  its  answer. 
Suggestion  6.    Paraphrase,  "Another  hand  crept  across 

his  trade"  How  does  Tennyson's  use  of  the  phrase 
hand-to-mouth  differ  from  ours? 

(6)  .    Preparations  for  the  voyage. 

Note  5.  Isles  a  light  in  the  offing — i.  e.  "The  cloud  on 
the  horizon  seemed  like  an  island  with  light  upon 
it." 

Suggestion  7.  Quote  the  lines  which,  for  the  second  time, 
reveal  Enoch  as  a  dreamer.  Quote  the  lines  which 
state  the  scheme  devised  by  Enoch  for  the  support 
of  Annie  during  his  absence.  Quote  the  lines  which 
describe  Annie's  attitude  toward  Enoch's  plans.  Note 
the  repetition  in  lines  169-171.  Describe  the  effect 
produced  by  this  repetition.  Point  out  other  ex- 
amples of  the  same  kind  in  preceding  lines  of  the 
poem.  Point  out  a  peculiar  epithet  in  line  170. 
Criticise  lines  169-177. 

(7)  .    The  "Morning  of  farewell." 

Suggestion  8.  Note  the  beauty  of  the  entire  passage- 
Justify  the  use  of  the  expressions  "Will  bring  fair 
weather."    "Keep  everything  shipshape." 


6 


Outline  Study  LXXI,  Enoch  Arden 


(a).    Annie's  premonition  of  disaster. 
(8).    "The  moment  and  the  vessel  passed." 
Note  6.    The  tragedy  of  the  poem  begins  at  this  point. 
Suggestion  9.    What  ominous  significance  has  the  fact 

that  Annie  could  not  see  Enoch  on  the  deck  of  the 

vessel? 

b.    The  Story  of  Philip  and  Annie. 

(1)  .    "Years  pass  away  and  Enoch  returns  not." 

(2)  .    Annie's  poverty  and  sorrow. 

Suggestion  10.  Quote  the  lines  which  state  the  poet's 
conception  of  a  successful  tradesman.  Comment  on 
line  255. 

(a).    Death  of  the  youngest  child. 
Suggestion  11.    What  is  meant  by  line  265?    Note  the 
beauty  of  cadence  and  sentiment  in  lines  267-269. 

(3)  .    Part  played  by  Philip  at  this  crisis. 
Suggestion  12.    Paraphrase  "Like  colts  about  the  wasted 

Describe  the  effect  of  the  repetition  in  lines  315-377. 
Define  the  word  garth.  What  is  the  significance  of 
the  word  lazy  in  the  expression  "The  lazy  gossip  of 
the  port"?  Explain  "Conies  from  the  down,"  Give 
the  meaning  of  lines  336-339.  Justify  the  use  of  the 
word  whistled  in  line  340. 
Note  7.  The  reader  must  remember  that  at  this  time 
there  were  absolutely  no  means  of  communication  be- 
tween China  and  England.  It  was  not  at  all  beyond 
the  bounds  of  probability  that  Annie  should  not  have 
heard  from  Enoch  for  ten  years. 

(4)  .    The  marriage  of  Philip  and  Annie, 
(a).    Second  scene  in  the  hazel  wood. 
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Suggestion  13.  Point  out  the  lines  in  this  passage  which 
are  a  repetition  of  those  of  a  former  passage  describ- 
ing a  similar  scene.  Does  solitary  in  line  394  seem  to 
you  the  most  effective  and  expressive  word  to  use  in 
this  connection?  Why  not?  Paraphrase  "Dead  flame 
of  the  fallen  day."  Explain  and  criticise  line  441. 
Show  the  manner  in  which  the  poet  emphasizes  the 
swift  flight  of  time  during  the  year  of  Philip's  pro- 
bation. Criticise  the  simile  of  line  462.  Quote  the 
lines  which  describe  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  Annie  at  this  period.  What  character  revelation 
as  regards  Annie  is  made  in  lines  419-506? 

(b)  .    The  "Sign" — Annie's  interpretation  of  her 

dream. 

Note  8.  This  was  a  favorite  mode  of  divination  among 
the  Puritans.  The  Bible  was  opened  at  random  and 
the  first  passage  touched  by  the  finger  was  taken  as 
the  "sign"  sought  for. 

(c)  .    The  wedding. 

Suggestion  14.  Quote  the  lines  which  describe  Annie's 
state  of  mind  during  the  early  part  of  her  new  life. 
Under  what  circumstances  was  a  complete  change 
of  feeling  effected? 

c.    The  Story  of  Enoch  Arden. 

(1).    The  outward  voyage. 

Suggestion  15.  Paraphrase  lines  525-527.  Note  the  de- 
tails of  the  word  picture  of  the  voyage. 

Note  9.  Golden  Isles  =  the  East  Indies.  Oriental  haven 
=  China. 
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(2)  .    The  Shipwreck. 

Suggestion  16.  Paraphrase  "Through  many  a  fair  sea- 
circle"    Note  the  sea  picture  in  this  passage. 

"Note  10.  The  "Good  Fortune"  must  have  sailed  through 
Malacca  Straits  and  beyond  Sumatra  into  the  Indian 
mid-ocean  before  it  could  have  reached  a  "lonely 
sea".  The  island  to  which  Enoch  floated  after  the 
wreck  may  be  identified  for  convenience  with  the 
island  Rodriguez,  an  uninhabited  island  in  1764. 

(3)  .    The  Island. 

Suggestion  17.  Explain  the  paradox  of  line  553.  Com- 
ment on  the  use  of  the  word  stem,  line  563.  Explain 
the  process  which  the  poet  calls  "fire-hollowing." 
Point  out  the  beauties  of  the  lines  in  which  the 
island  is  described.  Note  how  all  the  glories  of 
eternal  summer  become  hideous  to  Enoch.  Enume- 
rate those  details  which  accentuate  the  description 
of  Enoch's  loneliness.  Explain  the  expression  "my- 
riad shriek."  What  effect  is  produced  by  lines  590- 
592?  Describe  the  poetical  device  which  produces 
this  effect. 

Note  11.    The  broad  belt  of  the  world  =  the  Tropics. 

(4)  .    Enoch's  life  on  the  island :  his  visions. 

Suggestion  18.  Note  the  beauty  and  impressiveness  of  the 
line,  "And  the  low  moan  of  the  leaden-colored  seas." 
Enumerate  the  sights  and  sounds  of  home  which 
come  to  Enoch  in  his  vision.  Explain  "Dewy-gloom- 
ing downs."  What  alone  saved  Enoch  from  being 
crazed  with  the  solitude?  Connect  the  pealing  of 
the  bells  in  line  611  with  an  earlier  portion  of  the 
narrative.  Observe  that  the  reader's  sympathy  is 
deepened  by  the  slight  touch  of  the  supernatural. 
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(5)  .    The  Kescue. 

Suggestion  19.  Describe  Enoch's  condition  when  he  was 
rescued.    Explain  lines  658-660. 

Note  12.  Ghostly  wall  =  the  chalk  cliffs  of  the  southern 
coast  of  England. 

Note  13.  "Arden,  all  due  allowance  made,  must  have 
passed  at  least  full  seven  years  of  solitary  life  upon 
this  island;  and  it  is  a  serious  question  whether  any 
human  being,  much  more  a  man  of  his  intensity  of 
nature,  could  have  passed  through  this  ordeal  and 
kept  his  senses." 

(6)  .    Enoch's  return  to  "that  harbor  whence  he 

sailed  before/' 
Suggestion  20.    Define  holt  and  tilth.    Study  the  de- 
scriptive passage  of  lines  655-677.    What  season  of 
the  year  is  it? 

(a)  .    Enoch's  forebodings. 

(b)  .    Part  played  by  Miriam  Lane  in  the  story. 

(c)  .    Enoch  sees  Annie's  face  again. 
Suggestion  21.    What  device  is  employed  in  line  737  to 

produce  the  effect  desired?  Note  the  homely  and 
tragic  pathos  of  the  lines  which  follow.  Note  the 
contrast  between  the  peace  and  comfort  within 
Philip's  home  and  the  anguish  of  the  wretched  hug- 
band  and  father  as  he  stands  without. 
Note  14.  "It  would  be  hard  to  parallel  the  tragic  pathos 
of  this  passage.  Circumstances  so  overwhelming, 
grief  so  over-mastering,  so  utterly  without  hope  or 
remedy,  surely  never  found  more  fitting  voice.  Sel- 
dom, too,  has  even  the  music  of  Mr.  Tennyson's  verse 
moved  in  such  perfect  harmony  with  the  feeling — 
hurried  and  passionate  when  in  the  first  spasm  of 
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misery,  almost  unendurable,  he  fears  that  he  may 
unawares  send  forth  a  shrill  and  terrible  cry, — ■ 
irregular,  and,  as  it  were,  broken  by  bursting  sobs, 
in  his  great  agony  of  supplication.  Strength  was 
given  him  to  keep  his  vow.  Unknown  to  any,  he 
goes  about  his  daily  work,  broken  as  he  is,  yet  able 
to  earn  his  frugal  living." 

(d)  .    Enoch's  mode  of  life  after  he  has  resolved 

"not  to  tell  her,  never  to  let  her  lenow" 

(e)  .    Eeveals  his  secret  to  Miriam  Lane;  dying 

messages  to  his  family. 
Note  15.  Line  870.  "The  dying  man's  last  victory  over 
selfishness,  when,  forbidding  the  woman  to  fetch  hia 
children,  he  sends  to  them  and  to  his  wife  the  loving 
messages  which  it  might  grieve  them  too  much  to 
hear  from  his  own  lips,  bespeaks  not  merely  our  pity 
for  him,  but  our  reverence.  There  is  also  something 
profoundly  sad  in  the  way  in  which  that  desolate 
heart,  after  half  claiming  back  the  living  children, 
feels  that  in  real  fact  only  the  dead  little  one  is 
left  it." 

Suggestion  22.    Connect  line  890  with  an  earlier  episode 
of  the  poem. 

(7).    Death  of  Enoch  Adren. 
Note  16.    The  calling  of  the  sea  =  the  sound  of  the 
ground  swell. 

4.    The  Conclusion  of  the  Poem. 

Suggestion  23.    Comment  on  the  character  of  this  con- 
clusion and  on  the  effect  produced  by  the  last  lines. 
Note  17.    Many  critics  think  that  the  poem  should  have 
ended  with  the  words,  "And  so  fell  back  and  spoke 
no  more."    "The  costly  funeral,"  say  they,  "sounds 
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an  impertinent  intrusion.  Why  disturb  in  our  minds 
the  image  which  preceding  lines  have  left  there? — 
the  humble  bed  on  which  the  form,  so  often  tempest- 
tossed,  reposes  in  its  last  sleep;  the  white  face,  se- 
rene in  death,  waiting  for  the  kisses  it  might  not 
receive  in  life." 


C.    SECOND  BEADING. 
& 

LITERARY  ANALYSIS  OF  THE 
POEM:  CHARACTER  STUDY 

I.   Literary  Analysis  of  the  Poem. 

1.    Structure  of  the  Poem. 

Note  18.  As  has  been  said,  ENOCH  AEDEN  is  a  narra- 
tive poem  giving  a  picture  of  life  among  simple, 
God-fearing  fisher  folk.  But  the  poem  is  more  than 
an  idyll ;  it  is  a  domestic  drama  which  rises  to  the 
height  of  tragedy  as  the  character  of  the  hero  is 
developed  through  a  succession  of  incidents,  each 
one  quite  within  the  range  of  possibility  and  all 
culminating  in  a  scene  whose  tragic  intensity  it 
would  be  hard  to  parallel.  'The  sorrows  and  death 
of  Enoch  Arden,  the  fisherman,  stir  our  tenderest 
sympathy  and  evoke  our  deepest  emotions." 
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2.  Keligious  setting  of  the  poem. 

Note  19.  Tennyson  gives  intensity  to  his  story  by  en- 
veloping it  with  a  religious  atmosphere.  Enoch,  all 
through  the  poem,  is  a  "God-fearing"  man,  and  the 
moral  sublimity  of  his  character  gives  depth  and 
unity  to  the  tone  of  the  poem. 

3.  Literary  Merits  of  the  Poem. 

a.  "The  main  feature  of  ENOCH  AKDEN"  is  a  na- 
tural simplicity,  for  the  story  is  one  of  simple  vil- 
lage and  seafaring  life,  and  everything  in  the  poem 
is  in  harmony  with  the  subject." 

b.  The  situations  of  the  plot  are  natural  and  uncom- 
plicated. 

Note  20.  "It  is  the  same  with  all  the  elements  that  enter 
into  the  composition  of  the  poem — style,  tone,  atmo- 
sphere, feeling,  humanity,  all  blend  in  one  harmony 
of  simplicity." 

c.  Clearness  of  diction. 

d.  Fine  descriptions  of  shore  and  ocean. 

e.  "The  story  is  told  with  that  consummate  elegance 
in  which  Tennyson  has  no  peer.  The  English 
language  has  a  burnished  beauty  in  his  use  of 
it  which  is  marvellous." 

f.  The  diction  is  so  exquisitely  expressive  that  every 
line  is  a  study. 

Suggestion  24.  Study  the  following  similes,  giving  the 
basis  of  each  and  the  context  for  each: — As  when 
some  little  cloud  cuts  off  the  fiery  highway  of  the 
sun;  As  Nature  packs  her  dlossoms  or  her  seedlings; 
As  the  village  girl  who  sets  her  pitcher  underneath 
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the  spring;  Like  the  caged  bird  escaping  suddenly; 
Like  colts  about  the  waste;  As  a  figure  seen  in  early 
dawn,  down  at  the  far  end  of  an  avenue;  Like  the 
working  tee  in  blossom  time;  Like  a  drunkard's 
hand;  As  the  beacon  blaze  allures  the  bird  of  pas- 
sage;  Like  fountains  of  sweet  water  in  the  sea. 

g.  Distinguished  for  the  beauty  of  the  scenes. 

(1)  .  First  scene  in  the  Hazel  Wood. 

(2)  .  Second  scene  in  the  Hazel  Wood. 

(3)  .  The  Farewell. 

(4)  .  Enoch's  glimpse  of  Annie  through  the  window 

of  Philip's  house. 

(5)  .  The  death  of  the  little  child. 

(6)  .  The  death  of  Enoch. 

Note  21.  Note  that  the  last  scenes  of  ENOCH  AEDEN, 
while  very  pathetic,  are  entirely  free  from  foolish 
sentimentality.  The  way  in  which  Enoch  is  affected 
by  the  news  of  his  wife's  remarriage ;  his  desire  to 
see  her  and  assure  himself  that  she  is  happy;  the 
manner  in  which  he  gratifies  this  desire ;  his  grand 
self-sacrifice  when  he  forms  his  resolution  "never 
to  tell  her,  never  to  let  her  know" — all  these  things 
are  treated  with  dignity  and  an  entire  absence  of 
maudlin  sentiment. 

h.  The  poem  is  distinguished,  also,  for  its  vivid  word 
pictures. 

Suggestion  25.  Enumerate  all  the  details  entering  into 
the  composition  of  these  pictures. 

(1).    Nature  Pictures. 

(a).    The  little  village  clambering  up  the  cliff. 
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(b)  .    The  Beach. 

(c)  .    The  loneliest  isle  in  a  lonely  sea. 

(d)  .    "The  sea-haze  that  whelmed  the  world  with 

gray/' 

(e)  .    "The  last  dip  of  the  vanishing  sail." 

(f)  .    "The  leafy  lanes  behind  the  downs." 

(g)  .    "The   sunrise   broken   into   scarlet  shafts 

Among  the  palms  and  ferns  and  precipices." 

(2)  .    Pictures  of  Enoch  Arden. 

(a)  .)    Enoch,  the  little  orphan  lad. 

(b)  .    Enoch  the  sailor. 

(c)  .    Enoch  the  fisherman. 

(d)  .    "The  shipwrecked  sailor  waiting  for  a  sail". 

(e)  .    "The  long-haired,  long-bearded  solitary." 

(f)  .    "Falling  low  he  dug  his  fingers  into  the  wet 

earth,  and  prayed." 

(3)  .    Pictures  of  Annie. 

(a)  .    Little  Annie  Lee. 

(b)  .    Annie,  the  bride  of  Enoch  Arden. 

(c)  .    Annie,  "expectant  of  that  news  which  never 

came." 

(d)  .    "Annie  turned  her  face  toward  the  wall  and 

wept." 

i.    Marvellous  character  delineation  is  a  conspicuous  ex- 
cellence of  the  poem.    (See  below). 


Outline  Study  LXXI,  Enoch  Arden 


15 


II.    Character  Study. 

1.  The  Character  of  Enoch. 

Note  22.  The  characters  of  the  three  children  who  to- 
gether played  at  keeping  house,  and  whose  after 
lives  make  up  the  story  of  this  poem,  are  beautiful 
and  finely  drawn.  Of  the  three,  Enoch's  is  the 
strongest  and  most  complex  nature.  His  strength 
shows  itself  in  a  vigorous  independence,  which  con- 
tinued prosperity  might  have  hardened  into  a  rugged 
disregard  for  others ;  in  his  early  manhood  "he  held 
his  head  high,  and  cared  for  no  man,  he."  He  is 
perhaps  a  little  urgent  and  self-willed ;  but  he  is 
urgent  for  good,  and  self-willed  not  in  promoting 
his  own  well-being,  but  in  promoting  the  well-being 
of  others, — loving  dearly  the  wife  his  energy  had 
won  him,  and  eager  that  his  children  should  rise 
higher  than  himself.  Affliction  is  laid  upon  him 
which  all  the  strength  of  the  strong  man  could 
hardly  bear ;  changed  from  his  proud  youth,  "his 
head  is  low  and  no  one  cares  for  him."  But  he  finds 
a  consolation  better  than  man  can  give  him.  Chas- 
tened and  purified,  he  bears  his  hard  lot  meekly, 
without  repining,  like  a  true  Christian  hero,  until 
his  release  comes ;  and  the  poem  closes  as  with  the 
music  of  the  harmonies  of  heaven. — North  British 
Eeview,  August,  1864. 

2.  The  Character  of  Philip. 

Note  23.  Philip  is  placed  in  trying  circumstances  and 
demeans  himself  nobly  through  them  all.  Losing  his 
love,  he  has  his  "dark  hour  unseen;"  and  without 
complaint  bears  a  "life-long  hunger  in  his  heart." 
The  sensitive  delicacy  with  which  he  seeks  to  com- 
fort Annie  and  care  for  her  children,  when  Enoch  is 
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gone,  is  like  the  delicacy  of  a  woman;  his  genial 
natnre  expands  with  his  happier  fortunes,  but 
whether  in  happiness  or  sorrow,  he  is  ever  manly, 
true-hearted  and  self  denying — North  British  Keview, 
August,  1864. 

3.    The  Character  of  Annie. 

Note  24.  Annie  is  a  true  woman,  loving  and  faithful. 
She  is  of  a  gentle  nature  and  so  is  attracted  by  the 
energy  and  strong  will  of  Enoch,  but  she  does  not 
lack  a  force  and  self  reliance  which  made  her  worthy 
of  the  love  she  had  won.  Nevertheless,  Tennyson 
does  not  intend  to  portray,  in  Annie,  an  ideal  char- 
acter. Her  long  hesitation  about  marrying  Philip 
is  due  as  much  to  fear  as  to  fidelity.  It  was  through 
her  suggestion,  half  or  wholly  unconscious,  it  may 
be,  that  he  first  spoke  of  it  to  her  (lines  393,  394). 
These  lines  contain  the  language,  not  of  the  desola- 
tion of  faithful  love,  but  of  the  longing  for  some 
new  interest  and  sympathy. — North  British  Eeview. 
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EXAMINATION  QUESTIONS 

1.  Enumerate  those  characteristics  which  class  Enoch 
Arden  as  an  "Idyll".  How  would  you  classify  this  poem 
if  you  were  unfamiliar  with  the  word  "Idyll"? 

2.  Tell  the  story  of  the  poem  in  500  words.  What 
other  endings  to  the  story  would  have  been  possible? 
Which  would  you  have  preferred? 

3.  What  kind  of  life  do  the  scenes  of  this  story  de- 
pict? Show  that  the  style  and  treatment  of  the  poem 
are  in  accordance  with  the  subject  and  atmosphere  of  the 
story. 

4.  Describe  the  life  of  Enoch  and  Annie  during  the 
seven  years  of  their  marriage.  Describe  the  coming  of 
misfortune  and  Enoch's  reflections  as  he  sees  himself 
helpless. 

5.  How  is  Enoch's  prayer,  "Save  them  from  this,  what- 
ever comes  to  me"  answered? 

6.  At  what  point  in  the  poem  does  the  tragedy  of  the 
story  begin?  Describe  the  part  played  by  Philip  at  this 
juncture. 

7.  Describe  the  circumstances  under  which  Annie  mar- 
ries Philip.  Do  the  scenes  connected  with  this  episode 
seem  to  you  convincing  and  satisfactory  ?   How  would  you 
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have  presented  this  part  of  the  story?  What  traits  of 
character  in  Philip  and  Annie  do  these  lines  reveal? 

8.  Where  was  Enoch  meanwhile?  Describe  his  occu- 
pation and  his  reflections  as  he  pursued  his  trade.  Describe 
the  shipwreck. 

9.  Eeproduce  Tennyson's  sketch  of  the  island  of 
"eternal  summer."  Show  that  with  this  one  exception, 
the  nature  pictures  of  Enoch  Arden  have  all  been  in 
keeping  with  the  simple  theme  of  the  poem. 

10.  Eeproduce  Tennyson's  description  of  Enoch  Ar- 
den's  return.  What  impression  does  this  scene  make  upon 
you?   Cite  lines  to  verify  the  criticism  of  Note  14. 

11.  "There  came  so  loud  a  calling  of  the  sea!9 — Ke- 
late  that  portion  of  the  story  which  this  line  suggests  to 
you.  What  is  meant  by  the  expression,  "the  calling  of 
the  sea"? 

12.  In  an  earlier  poem  embodying  this  same  story,  the 
solitary  mariner  makes  himself  known  to  his  wife  and  her 
husband,  gives  tnem  his  blessing,  and  returns  to  his  sea- 
faring life.  Which  is  the  more  effective  treatment  of  the 
situation,  Tennyson's  or  that  of  the  earlier  ballad? 

13.  Ought  Enoch  to  have  marred  Annie's  happiness 
by  making  known  to  her,  at  last,  his  return?  Discuss 
this  question. 

14.  "The  blank  verse  of  the  poem  is  natural,  quiet, 
homely;  often  conversational  in  its  simplicity;  once  it 
reaches  tragic  intensity ;  and  once  is  elevated  to  grandeur." 
Verify  this  criticism  by  citations  from  the  poem. 
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15.  Point  out  the  sea  pictures  of  the  poem,  quoting 
the  lines.  Enumerate  those  descriptive  passages  from  the 
entire  poem  which  seem  most  beautiful  to  you.  Which 
one  of  these  seems  to  you  best  of  all  ? 

16.  It  is  said  that  "every  aspect  of  nature  in  the  first 
nine  lines  of  the  poem  suggests  some  scene  in  the  tragedy 
to  follow."   Verify  this  statement. 

17.  Give  character  sketches  of  Annie  and  Philip.  Had 
Annie  been  a  stronger  and  more  heroic  character,  what 
changes  would  have  been  made  in  the  working  out  of  the 
story  ? 

18.  Eelate  in  order  those  incidents  of  the  story  which 
develop  the  character  of  Enoch  Arden. 

19.  Give  reasons  why  you  think  "Enoch  Arden"  has 
been  chosen  as  a  poem  to  be  studied  in  school.  Prove 
each  of  your  statements. 

20.  Make  a  list  of  the  long  poems  (over  500  lines  in 
length)  which  you  have  read  in  your  school  English.  How 
does  Enoch  Arden  differ  from  these  (1)  as  regards  sub- 
ject; (2)  as  regards  setting;  (3)  as  regards  meter. 
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